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To return to our theoiy, how can we master that
unavoidable unknown, how shall we manage to see
thiough the thick fog which always surrounds the
situations and actions of the enemy ? By utilising the
advance guard

When one moves at night, without light, in one's own
house, what does one do ? Does one not (though it is a
ground one knows well) extend one's arm in front of
one so as to avoid knocking one's head against the wall?
The extended arm is nothing but an advance guard.

The arm keeps its suppleness while it advances and
only stiffens more or less when it meets an obstacle,
in older to perform its duty without nsk, to open a
door, etc , m the same way, the advance guard can,
advance and go into action without nsking destruction,
provided it uses suppleness and strength, manoeuvring
power, resisting power.

Moreover, the unknown disappeared in the past from
the moment the battle-field was entered

In Napoleon's time, hghtmg dispositions were taken
at a veiy short distance, m piesencc of an enemy one
could easily see, the power and situation of whom could
be easily measured. Later, in piopoitum as the range
and power of arms increased, distances increased too;
troops had to look for shelter, to adopt a more and
moic dispersed ordei. Still, the smoke produced by
powder enabled the general to reconnoitre, at least
partly, the mst dispositions of the enemy. The latter
disclosed by his fire the positions he was occupying.
Smokeless powder has changed the picture and made the
unknown both complete and lasting. Going into action
reminds one of a struggle between two blind men,
between two adversaries who perpetually seek each
other but cannot see. Shall our^ new method, then,
consist m rushing straight on, or to the right, or to the
left, at random? Shall we allow the enemy to throw
his arms round our bodys to giasp us completely,
without our retaining the possibility of first grasping
him ourselves, and of striking haid? Obviously not.
Jn order to conquer that unknown which follows us
until the very point of going into action, there is only
one means, which consists in looking out until the *
last moment, even on the battle-field, for information;
there is only one way: extending the arm before one.